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EL PSLE Format

Paper 1 Component Item 
Type

Marks Weight
ing

Duration

1
Situational Writing
Continuous Writing

Open 
Ended

55 27.5% 1 h 10 min

2
Language Use and 

Comprehension

Open 
Ended / 

MCQ
95 47.5% 1h 50 min

3
Listening 

Comprehension
MCQ 20 10% About 35 min

4
Oral 

Communication
Open 
Ended

30 15%

Prep time – 5 
mins

Exam time – 5 
mins

Total
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Tackling Paper 2

Booklet B
Fill-in-the-Blanks/

Open ended

• Grammar
• Vocabulary 
• Vocabulary Cloze 
• Visual Text Comprehension

• Grammar Cloze
• Editing for Spelling & 

Grammar
• Comprehension Cloze
• Synthesis/ Transformation
• Comprehension OE

Booklet A
MCQ
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Visual Text Comprehension

• Highlight key words / source 
of answers 

• Annotate to make thinking 
visible while reading
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Tackling Paper 2

Comprehension Cloze

• Look out for hints

• Contextual Clues

• Compare and contrast
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Tackling Paper 2

Synthesis & Transformation

• Direct speech to reported speech

“My father drove me to school yesterday,” said the boy.

The boy said that his father had driven him to school the previous 
day.

Simple Past

Past Perfect

Example:

The past tense ‘drove’ has 
to be changed to the past 
perfect ‘had driven’ when 
transforming direct speech 

The time marker 
‘yesterday’ has to be 
changed to ‘the 
previous day’
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Tackling Paper 2

Synthesis & Transformation

• Agreement

• Active to passive voice

• Word Transformation



A Garden where Scholars Bloom

Tackling Paper 2

Comprehension

• Annotate the text • C.U.B. - the questions

• Circle the question word
• Underline the tense
• Bracket the key words
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Tackling Paper 2

Comprehension

• Mark allocation
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Languages
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Listening & Speaking

At Home:

 Daily conversation with your child and show interest in their 
response. 

e.g. What was your most memorable lesson for today?

 Talk about a shared experience, e.g. a television programme/ 
movie/ book/ news article both of you have watched or read.

Classroom Focus:

 Listening and viewing attitudes and behaviours, for 
understanding and critical evaluation.

 Oracy skills – Speak confidently and effectively for a variety of 
purposes, audiences, contexts and cultures, both individually 
and collaboratively
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Classroom Focus:

 Critical Reading & Viewing – students learn to 
apply metacognitive strategies to monitor, evaluate 
and adjust use of comprehension skills and 
strategies

 Extensive Reading – to encourage students to 
engage in independent reading and viewing of a 
wide array of texts

At Home: 

 Create a space at home where reading materials of 
various authors/ genres (books, newspapers, 
magazines etc) are kept.

 Set aside time for the family to read together.

 Visit the library regularly to borrow books.

Reading
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Classroom Focus:

 Writing and representing – students are taught the processes of 
idea generation, selection, organisation, development, 
expression and revision

 Feedback – teacher provide specific feedback related to 
learning goals to move students forward.

Writing

At Home:

 Identify child’s areas for growth 
based on teacher’s feedback 
and work with him/her on ways 
to move forward. 

 Create writing purposeful 
writing tasks e.g. emails, 
messages, thank-you notes, 
diary, reviews, etc. 
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