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Workshop Outline

1. Aim of Workshop

2. Annotation 

3. Comprehension Strategies



Aim of Workshop
● To help you discover powerful techniques to use annotation for 

comprehension texts and enhance comprehension answering 

skills. 

● Learn practical strategies to make reading an interactive and 

enjoyable experience for your child, fostering a lifelong love for 

learning. 



Annotation

by Mdm Nalini John
Si Ling Primary School



Annotation
● Purpose of annotation

● Hands-on 1

● Reflection using Classpoint Word 

Cloud 

● Samples of students work

● Annotation Symbols

● Hands-on 2



What is annotation?

● An action that interacts with a text to 
enhance the reader’s understanding of, 
recall off and reaction to the text.



Purpose of annotation

● Allows the students  to work out their thinking in relation 
to the text.

● Identifies the author’s main points, perspective of the text, key 
areas of purpose and also the students thoughts as they read. 

● Helps in summarising a text, identifying main points and 
supporting details. 

● Makes their thinking visible.



Annotation Strategies

● Using specific symbols helps students remember and provides 

a structure but these are not exhaustive.  

● Keeps the reading process interactive as reading is active 

thinking.

● Annotation MUST NOT interfere with the reading. It actually 

supplements the reading thus enhancing the students’ 

understanding. 



Annotation Strategies

● Other than just highlighting, bracketing or underlining, 

students need to make brief notes that explain the thinking 

behind the symbols, what was actually going on in their heads 

when they annotated the text. [making thinking visible]

● Drawings can also be added to make the thinking visible. 



Annotation Symbols



Annotation Sample

pronoun reference



Hands on Activity 1- (Reading Comprehension )

Extracted from P3 Unit 3 STELLAR Worksheet 



Reflection

Write a word to describe your experience in 

annotating the text.



Reflection

Write a short sentence to share your experience 

during the annotation activity. 



Sample of Student’s Work





Comprehension Strategies

by Mdm Hafizah Mahmud
Si Ling Primary School



Comprehension Strategies
● Rationale

● Bloom’s Taxonomy (Remember, Apply, 

Analyse)

● Read - Analyse- Check

● Hands-on 1



Rationale

● Bloom's Taxonomy is a hierarchical ordering of 
cognitive skills that can help teachers and students in 
the classroom. 

● It refers to six levels of higher order thinking skills that 
can be carried out via the comprehension questions at 
the end of a text.





Strategies in Answering 
Comprehension Questions
● CUB skills for open ended / MCQ

● Character analysis - tick, describe, evidence 

● Sequencing 

● Vocabulary 

● True/False 



Why C.U.B.?

C.U.B. is a great strategy to use on any type 
of question and in any text type. 

It teaches students to analyse the question 
by breaking it down into smaller parts to 
make it easier to comprehend and answer.



3 STEPS IN ANSWERING QUESTIONS

Analyse

Analyse the 
questions 

(CUB Strategy)

Check

Check the answers 
for :

Precision
Adequacy
Language

Step 2 Step 3Step 1

Read

Read the passage 
once through 

quickly to get the 
gist of the text



Process of using C.U.B.

Step 1: Circle the question words (5W-1H)



Process of using C.U.B.

Step 1: Circle the question words (5W-1H)

Let’s Practice

What did Jonas eat for breakfast?

Where does Mrs Kim go every evening?



Process of using C.U.B.

Step 2: Underline the word that tells you

the tense in the story

Let’s Practice

What did Jonas eat for breakfast?

Where does Mrs Kim go every evening?



Process of using C.U.B.

Step 3: Bracket the main idea or keywords

in the question

Let’s Practice

What did Jonas eat for breakfast ?

Where does Mrs Kim go every evening ?



3 STEPS IN ANSWERING QUESTIONS

Analyse

Analyse the 
questions 

(CUB Strategy)

Check

Check the answers 
for :

Precision
Adequacy
Language

Step 2 Step 3Step 1

Read

Read the passage 
once through 

quickly to get the 
gist of the text



● Analyse the questions using CUB strategy.

● Look for the correct paragraph with the 
ideas/keywords mentioned in the question.

● Write your answers in complete sentences.

● Word or phrase is allowed only if the answer is to be 
written in the box provided.

Step 2: Analyse



3 STEPS IN ANSWERING QUESTIONS

Analyse

Analyse the 
questions 

(CUB Strategy)

Check

Check the answers 
for :

Precision
Adequacy
Language

Step 2 Step 3Step 1

Read

Read the passage 
once through 

quickly to get the 
gist of the text



Check the answer for:

● Precision: Do not lift the whole portion of the text. 
Some parts might be irrelevant.

● Adequacy: Ensure that the answer is complete.

● Language: Check for accuracy in tense, spelling and 
punctuation marks.

Step 3: Check



Sequencing Question

Sequencing means putting the events in a story in 
the order that they happened.



Sequencing Question



Sequencing Question



Vocabulary Question

Synonyms: Look for word in the text - look for clues 
within the sentence, before and after the sentence)

Qn: What is another word for ‘quivering’? 



Vocabulary Question
Qn: What is another word for ‘quivering’? 



Vocabulary Question
Qn: What is another word for ‘quivering’? 



True/False Question

1. Identify key word/phrase in the statement 

2. Highlight and verify the information in the text

3. Underline phrase that contradicts/supports the 

statement



True/False Question

The mountaineers had to leave 

Grits at the base camp. 
T / F



True/False Question



Hands-on: Pick a question and answer it, share your answer

Extracted from P3 Unit 3 STELLAR Worksheet 
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